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facing Minnesota



Minnesota Compass is community indicators 

project that provides a common foundation of 

information and data that people need to 

identify, understand, and effectively act on 

community issues.
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What does that mean for our 
shared quality of life?

What tools can you use to tell the 
story of your community?

How are our communities 
changing?
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Which of 
these 
population 
dynamics is 
having the 
most 
impact on our 
communities?

a) An aging population

b) Increasing racial and 
ethnic diversity

c) Domestic and 
international migration

d) All of the above
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We are getting
older.
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The largest share of our population is 
currently…

Working-age 
adults

(18-64 years)
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Our older adult population will soon 
exceed our school-age population

about

2019
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354,000 

860,000 

1.3 
million

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 201020172020 2030

The jet plane
Minnesota’s older adult population (65+)
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2017

43 counties 
where at least 1 in 
5 residents are 
age 65+
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15%



2020

59 counties 
where at least 1 in 
5 residents are 
age 65+
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17%



2030

80 counties 
where at least 1 in 
5 residents are 
age 65+
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21%



This is unlike anything we’ve seen before

85
55 71 67 47

89

282 297

58 38

1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s 2020s 2030s 2040s

Growth in Minnesota's older adult population
(age 65+, in thousands)
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Our communities will continue to 
grow older

for the next two decades.
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How are our communities 
changing?



We are becoming 
more racially
and ethnically 

diverse.
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42,000 

1.1 
million

1.5 
million

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 201020172020 2030

The rocket
Minnesota’s populations of color
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Since 2010, 
which racial 
or ethnic 
group has 
grown the 
most?

a) American Indian

b) Asian

c) Black

d) Hispanic

e) White
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Population 
growth by 
racial and 
ethnic group
2010-2017
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3,800 

65,700 

81,700 

51,100 

44,900 

American Indian

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White



There are 
three major cities 

where at least 50% 
of the population 

are residents of color.

Worthington (60%)

Brooklyn Park (54%)

Brooklyn Center (58%) Can you name them?
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American Indian population
All ages Children and youth (<20)
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Asian population
All ages Children and youth (<20)
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Black population
All ages Children and youth (<20)
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Hispanic population
All ages Children and youth (<20)
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Population of two or more races
All ages Children and youth (<20)
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Our communities are growing
more racially and ethnically diverse, 

especially among our youth. 
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How are our communities 
changing?



Only some of our 
communities are 

growing.
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Population 
change
2010-2017

5%

Natural decline ONLY

Out-migration ONLY



Since 2010, 

more people have moved into

Minnesota than left.

True or false?

True
@MNCompass



Net gain of 

71,000
residents

due to 
migration
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Net loss of
33,000 residents 
to other states

Net gain of
104,000 residents 
from other countries



Since 2011, largest loss of residents to…

Net loss of 
11,400 residents

Net loss of 
7,000 residents

Net loss of 
8,000 residents
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544,000 

98,000 
113,000 

486,000 

1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2017

The pendulum
Minnesota’s foreign-born population
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Our foreign born population is different 
from the U.S. as a whole
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Minnesota United States

Europe
10%

Oceania
1% Northern 

America
3%

Asia
37%Latin 

America
22%

Africa
28%

Europe
11%

Oceania
1%

Northern 
America

2%

Asia
31%

Latin 
America
50%

Africa
5%



Percent 
foreign-born 
by county
2012-2016

Nobles 
County

20%

13%
Hennepin 
County
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Ramsey
County

15%

9%



1 in 6
kids in 

Minnesota 
is a child 

of an 
immigrant
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What percentage of Minnesota’s students 

speak a language other than English
at home?

16%



How many 

different languages 
are spoken in the homes 

of Minnesota’s students?

260



Immigration 
is shaping and will continue to shape our 

communities for generations. 
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How are our communities 
changing?



What does that mean for our 
shared quality of life?

What tools can you use to tell the 
story of your community?

How are our communities 
changing?



Things in Minnesota have gotten better.

Economic output (GDP)
Jobs
Adults with a bachelor’s degree
High school graduation
Health care coverage Green house gas emissions

Housing cost burden
Crime rate

Traffic fatalities



Things in Minnesota have gotten worse.

Proportion of adults working
Median household income
Poverty
Volunteerism

Homelessness
Homeownership gap
Pavement condition

Children born at low birth weight
Psychiatric hospital admissions

Things in Minnesota have stayed the same.

Voter turnout



Minnesota is home to one of the highest 
proportions of adults working in the nation.

78%

Minnesota

78%
Nebraska

79%
North Dakota
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Proportion 
of adults 
working
2012-2016

Dodge County

84%

Pine County

64%

78%



1.8 
million

3.4 
million

3.4 
million

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2017 2020 2030

The plateau

Minnesota’s working-age adults (18-64)
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Through 2030, working-age population is 
only expected to grow in the Twin Cities

-3%
-12%

-6%
-5%

-10%
7%

-4%

Central

Northland

Northwest

Southern

Southwest

Twin Cities

West Central
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Projected 
population 
change
2017-2030



3.3 million
jobs in Minnesota in 2026
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3.4 million
adults age 18-64 in Minnesota in 2026
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3.4 million
adults age 18-64 in Minnesota in 2026



2.7 million
adults age 18-64 working in 2026
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Older adults will help address our 
projected workforce shortage

18% of older adults are working.

Today…

208,000 older adults working.

In 2026, that amounts to…
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2.7 million
adults age 18-64 working in 2026
2.9 million
adults age 18 and older working in 2026
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Our state is home to some of the largest 
racial gaps in employment in the nation
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Our state is home to some of the largest 
racial gaps in employment in the nation
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doesn’t have to be



2.9 million
adults age 18 and older working in 2026

@MNCompass

3.0 million
adults age 18 and older working in 2026



In the coming decades, greater 
numbers of migrants, both 
domestic and international, will 
be necessary to meet our state’s 
workforce needs and to buttress 
economic activity.



We need to pay attention to the ways 
our communities are changing
to ensure our shared well-being.
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What does this mean for our 
shared quality of life?



What tools can you use to tell the 
story of your community?

What does that mean for our 
shared quality of life?

How are our communities 
changing?
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More data for 
smaller geographies 
across the entire state!

Plus enhanced data on…

Child care costs

Cost of living and wages

Transportation barriers

Broadband access
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Questions?

Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter 
at www.mncompass.org

Follow us on Twitter 
@MNCompass @AllisonLiuzzi

Connect with MN Compass on Facebook

allison.liuzzi@wilder.org 

@MNCompass
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