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SSTS Program Organization
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Brandon Montgomery
Cody Robinson
Freya Linnett
Steven Oscarson (Rochester)
Nicholas Kramer (Detroit Lakes) 
Aaron Patrick (Brainerd)
Klayton VanOverbeke (Marshall)
Tim Luedtke (Duluth)
Lisa McCormick (Marshall)

SSTS Policy/Planning and C&E Unit
Aaron Jensen

Supervisor

Municipal Division
SSTS/Wastewater Section

Courtney Ahlers-Nelson, Assistant Division Director/Manager

Municipal Division
Stormwater Section

Ryan Anderson, Manager

Certification and Training
Nick Haig

Supervisor

Jane Seaver
Brenda Tischler
Mamadou Toure
Other staff working with other 
programs

Municipal Division 
Nicole Blasing, Division Director
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SSTS Grants
Distribution of CWF and Env. fund money to counties

• Total of $27.3 million 
• BWSR NRBG

• Base Grants 
• 10 years (2014 – current)

• $18,600 per county annually 

• $16 million total 

• Incentives 
• 5 years (2014 - 2018) 

• $1.3 million 

• 62 counties
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SSTS Grants – Low-income
• Since 2013 (11 years) 

• $12.6 million
• Pass through to counties (BWSR NRBG)

• Counties to Homeowners/Contractors 

• ≈1,400 systems upgraded (reporting lag)

• FY22/23

• $2.7 million

• FY22 – 1.5 million

• FY23 – 1.1 million

• ≈ 400 – Outstanding upgrades

• Requests higher than available 

• FY24/25

• Pre-Covid + shortfalls

• 2023 Legislative Session10/19/2022 4
75 of 87 Counties



Grant Extensions
• FY20 and FY21

• 12/31/2022

• 1 year 

• Make sure it is spent or extended!

• ≈ 23 grants/$360k

• Contact your Board Conservationist 

• October
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BWSR SSTS Grant
Distribution of general fund money to counties

• Only FY22

• Total of $1.5 million

• Income below 300 percent of the federal 
poverty guidelines 

• Grant shall not exceed the lesser of $5,000 or 
35 percent of the cost of the system

• May be used with other SSTS Upgrade 
grant funds

• Criteria for all grant funds met

• Contact your BWSR/Board Conservationist
10/19/2022 MPCA SSTS Program Update| Brandon Montgomery 6



Additional funding?
Loans

• AgBMP Loans

• Clean Water Partnership Loans

Areas and Communities with SSTS 
Concerns

• Multiple attempts 

• Better Data/Maps

• LGU reporting key!!!
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ENRTF – LCCMR Grant
• M.L. 2022, Chp. 94, Sec. 2, Subd. 10h
• “$2,000,000 the second year is from the trust fund to the 

commissioner of the Pollution Control Agency to counties for 
grants to low-income landowners to address septic systems 
that pose an imminent threat to public health or safety or fail 
to protect groundwater.”

• Workplan approved by LCCMR 
• Competitive solicitation (RFP)

• Late 2022
• More to come
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LGU Training 

• Training Planned for 2023 

• MPCA/U of M Co-taught 

• Long-term
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Talking Tour • Modified in 2023

• In-person/Virtual/Hybrid

• Number of meetings

• Locations

• LGU training 

• Resources

• Snap Survey 

• Feedback from LGUs
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Comparison Statistics
2020 Fully In-person 2022 Fully Virtual

Number of Counties Attending 64 of 86 74% 64 of 86 74%

Number of Cities Attending 19 of 78 23% 30 of 77 39%

Number of Townships Attending 16 of 53 29% 23 of 47 49%

Number of "Others" Attending 1 of 3 33% 2 of 3 67%

Total number of LGU's Attending 100 of 220 45% 119 of 213 56%

Private Businesses Attending 4 0
Number of Meetings 12 8

Total number of Attendees 131 154
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MNDNR Owned SSTS
• Jurisdictional questions

• Minn. § 394.24

• Official Controls

• Minn. § 85.21

• Obtain or pay for permits

• Minn. § 115.55 & Minn. R. 7080 - 7083

• Still applicable

• MPCA – DNR Interagency Agreement 

• Systems will follow 7080 – 7081 

• Engineered 

• No local permits 

• Licensed professionals

• LGU – Informed
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SSTS Statewide Activity
• 2020/2021/2022 have been busy! 

• 2008 ≈ 8,000 systems permitted

• 2020 ≈12,500 systems permitted (25%↑)

• 2021 ≈ 12,800 systems permitted (5%↑)

• 2022 ≈ ??? systems permitted

• Increased need for technical assistance

• Increased compliance and enforcement
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Compliance vs. Enforcement
• Compliance

• SSTS Professionals come 
forward first

• Questions about records and 
processes

• LGU’s, homeowners, 
stakeholders
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• Enforcement
• Forum

• Enforcement document(s)

• Penalties

• Corrective actions
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Non-Public Data - Enforcement

• Minnesota Government Data Practices Act
• All governmental data is public

• Few exceptions
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• Permanently Non-Public 
• Complainant Data 

• Attorney/Client Privileged Data

• Social Security Numbers

• Temporarily Non-Public 
• Civil Investigation (Pending Civil 

Legal Action) Data/Legal Hold Data 

• Criminal Investigation Data

Not public until the investigation has 
been resolved/completed.
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New website(s)

• Update Bookmarks

• Call with questions
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Thank you!
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