
Minnesota Archaeology and 
Cemeteries



An archaeological site is any place 
where there are physical remains 

of past human activities.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Definition from the SAA website



Pre-contact 
(Prehistoric)
About 14,000 years 

ago to about 350 
years ago (AD 1650)

Contact Period
1650 to 1837

Post-Contact
1837 to present

A Brief History of Minnesota…



In addition to 
people living in the 

area that is now 
Minnesota for 

thousands of years, 
they also died here



2,323 burial sites 
which includes 
12,500 mounds

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2,323 burial sites which includes 12,500 mounds
Thousands of years of precontact burials and a few hundred years of historic burials. 
Historic burials range from individual graves to family plots on farmsteads to community cemeteries
Some of these cemeteries are “marked” with burial mounds, or headstones but the vast majority have no obvious markers




T.H. Lewis and the 
Northwestern Archaeological 
Survey 1881 - 1895 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fortunately, in the late 1800s, a surveyor went thought much of the Midwest and surveyed American Indian cemetery sites
Surveyed over 7,000 mounds in Minnesota (17,000 in the Midwest)
 Travelled over 54,000 miles (10,000 on foot)
 Recorded findings in 41 field notebooks (now at MHS)
 Pay for 14 years of work: $16,200 ($310,000 in today’s wages or $60 per day)




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Winchell took Lewis’ notes and mapped the cemetery sites and published Aborigines of Minnesota (1911)



Minnesota 
Archaeology and 

Cemetery  
Legislation



Minnesota 
Water Law 
(MS 103F)

Minnesota 
Environmental 

Policy Act
(MS 116D) 

Minnesota Arts 
and Cultural 

Heritage Fund
(MS 129D.17)

Coroner, Medical 
Examiner Law 

(MS 390.25, Subd. 5)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mn Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund:
Established in 2008 
Clean Water,  Land, and Legacy Amendment
Portion of money funds the Statewide Survey of Historical and Archaeological  Sites
	OSA
	MHS
	MIAC
	SHPO
Areas relating to Mn archaeology that need study

Water Law and Mn Environmental Policy Act
Mn Water Law:
Shoreland – approve construction within 50 feet of archaeological sites and cemeteries

Mn Environmental Policy Act:

Mn Coroner and Medical Examiner Law
After law enforcement completes their investigations and have determined that the remains are:

Over 50 years old, and 
Found outside a platted cemetery
Then notify the State Archaeologist




Field Archaeology Act 
(MS 138.31-42)

The Two Most Important Laws
…in Minnesota archaeology

Private Cemeteries Act 
(MS 307.08)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Minnesota Archaeology…
Field Archaeology Act
Private Cemeteries Act



Field Archaeology Act (MS 138.31-42)

Intended to “protect 
and preserve” 

archaeological sites 
on public land

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Intended to “protect and preserve” archaeological sites on public land
NON-Fed



Field Archaeology Act

 Establishes the 
State 
Archaeologist

 Prohibits 
unlicensed 
archaeology

 Defines penalties

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1963
Establishes the SA and lists many duties
Says that the State of Minnesota is responsible for caring for archaeological sites on public land.
Sets penalties for harming archaeological sites (on public non-federal land)




Duties of the State Archaeologist
 Promote research
Approve qualifications for licensing
 Public outreach (answer questions, give 

presentations, etc.)
Offer continuing education for professional 

archaeologists
Maintain site files
 Review proposed development projects

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Legislated Duties
Promote and support responsible research
Approve qualifications for licenses
Reviews developments on public land 
Work closely with MIAC (who works directly with tribal communities)
Presentations, answer questions
Continuing Ed for archs
Maintain site files




Site Files

We currently have 20,530 
recorded archaeological 
sites

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of fulfilling these duties….
OSA maintains arch site files
	+20,000 sites



Site Files, Reports, Resources, Research, and 
Burial Files

We have 2,323 burial sites



OSA Portal



Public Professional

https://osa.gisdata.mn.gov/OSAportal/

Graphic removed –
contained not public 
information

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Public portal and cultural resources professional version



Private Cemeteries Act
MS 307.08

Legislative Intent

“…without reference to their 
ethnic origins, cultural 

backgrounds, 
or religious affiliations”



Minnesota Private 
Cemeteries Act 
(MS 307.08)

Human remains over 
50 years old

Outside recorded 
cemeteries

Applies everywhere in 
Minnesota

 Felony to disturb 
cemeteries

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first Private Cemeteries Act was passed in 1905, but only applied to formal, “modern” cemeteries
Revised in 1976 to apply to public and private cemeteries, and “Indian burial ground[s]”
Currently the law applies to all unrecorded burials and burial grounds over 50 years old anywhere in Minnesota (except on Federal land)
“Recorded” is officially recorded with the government
It is a Felony to knowingly disturb a burial or cemetery
Work closely with MIAC when burials are American Indian



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The cemeteries and burials that the OSA deals with range in age from thousands of years old to (technically) 50 years old
	50 years is the date in statute
Unmarked precontact burials and burial mound sites
cemeteries with headstones
cemeteries without headstones



Inadvertent 
discoveries

1. Call law enforcement

2. Law enforcement will assess to 
determine if it’s a crime scene

3. If not, the Medical Examiner or 
Coroner will call OSA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Call law enforcement
Assess as crime scene
If not, they call OSA
OSA calls MIAC



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Inadvertent discoveries

Called law enforcement then OSA and MIAC
Excavated
Recovered remains



Not 
American 

Indian 
Ancestry

American 
Indian 

Ancestry

Unknown 
Ancestry

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The way our cem law currently works…
If not American Indian = OSA has jurisdiction
If American Indian = MIAC has jurisdiction
If unknown = Joint venture



Known American 
Indian Cemetery



Human remains 
uncovered 
during 
construction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the mid-1960s an addition was being put onto a house 
Encountered human skeletal remains
U of M removed the remains and recorded the site



2016
• Property sold
• Consultation with 

OSA and MIAC
• House demolished
• OSA and MIAC 

monitored all 
earthmoving 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2016, the property was sold and the owners wanted to demolish the old house and build a new house
Because a burial site was recorded, the property owners consulted with the OSA and MIAC
Demolition of house began in April 2016 staff from the OSA and MIAC were on hand to monitor this activity. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the foundation was being removed, a partially intact burial and human remains were found. 
Worked with the City to modify the demo plans
Foundation walls left in place to stabilize the burial site





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Landowners agreed to remain use a portion of the previous footprint of the house and move away from the burials
OSA or MIAC were present during all earthmoving
All went very well



Unplatted Historic 
Cemetery with 

Headstones



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whitewater Cemetery located in the Whitewater Wildlife Management Area in Winona County
Cemetery is unplatted and over 50 years old = OSA
Earlier this year, an individual decided they wanted to start offering “green burials” at the cemetery
They claimed they owned the land by Adverse Possession and proceeded to modify the cemetery
Minnesota statute does not allow this – management of the cemetery falls to the state archaeologist per MS 307.08



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of their plan, the individual began modifying the cemetery by removing vegetation and creating a trail around the cemetery’s fence line
This is illegal under MS 307.08




Subd. 2.Felony; gross misdemeanor.
a.A person who intentionally, willfully, 

and knowingly does any of the 
following is guilty of a felony:

1. destroys, mutilates, or injures human burials or 
human burial grounds; or

2. without the consent of the appropriate 
authority, disturbs human burial grounds or 
removes human remains.



Subd. 2.Felony; gross misdemeanor (continued).
b. A person who, without the consent of the appropriate authority 

and the landowner, intentionally, willfully, and knowingly does 
any of the following is guilty of a gross misdemeanor:
1. removes any tombstone, monument, or structure placed in 

any public or private cemetery or authenticated human 
burial ground; or

2. removes any fence, railing, or other work erected for 
protection or ornament, or any tree, shrub, or plant or grave 
goods and artifacts within the limits of a public or private 
cemetery or authenticated human burial ground; or

3. discharges any firearms upon or over the grounds of any 
public or private cemetery or authenticated burial ground.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Per the request of the county, the cemetery has been authenticated and the individual informed that no additional alterations may occur at the cemetery without the state archaeologist’s approval
If modifications occur, the state archaeologist will ask the County Attorney to press charges



Unplatted Historic 
Cemetery without 

Headstones



Hastings, Minnesota
Fall 2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
People bought farmland for a house
Excavating for basement
Backhoe driver noticed bone that didn’t look like it was from an animal



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Called the DK Co Sherriff
Brought bone to Medical Examiner = human
Sheriff worked into the night to determine whether a crime scene
Determined NOT crime scene
ME called OSA





Presenter
Presentation Notes
When I arrived…



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remains very well preserved
Entirely skeletonized
Male




Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to the skeletal remains, there were Also many associated burial items
Clothing (cloth)
Buttons
Coffin wood
Coffin nails



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And coffin decorations (star)
Coffin Handle
Name plate – “Robert Caleff, aged 56 years“
Great start!





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Historic documentation said, “Captain Robert Caleff (son of Jedidiah) who died in April 1860, and his wife were buried at Rose Hill and their bodies were still there in 1898.”







Presenter
Presentation Notes
History also says that the “many graves were dug up and the bodies were moved.”
And that the land was sold in 1898 and by the early 1900s the cemetery area was being farmed




Rose 
Hill 

Cemetery
(1857)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
History Gave us the name of the cemetery (Rose Hill) and indicated that most burials were moved but that
Robert and his wife (Henrietta) were still in the cemetery as of 1898. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since it looked like Robert and that is Henrietta were probably still there, we continued excavating to see if we could locate Henrietta.






Presenter
Presentation Notes
Found Henrietta in a cast iron coffin next to Robert



Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Aunt Henrietta died the evening after you left in the morning. She was buried yesterday. Rob sent after me the next morning, so you see that I have been away from home most of the time since you’ve been gone. Poor Rob really feels very badly…”

Rob is Robert and Henrietta’s only son. Robert and Henrietta had other children, but all had passed away while quite young.



“DIED – In this city, on the19th inst., 
Mrs. H. G. CALIFF, of Consumption; aged 
fifty years.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hastings Independent (January 22, 1863)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
From the Hastings Independent on January 1, 1863 (a couple weeks before Henrietta’s death)

“A large lot of Coffins of all sizes always on hand, also Sole Agents for Patent Metallic Burial Cases and Caskets, Corner of Second and Eddy Streets, Hastings, Min.”



Almond Fisk patented the first cast-iron 
casket in 1848. It was shaped like a 
sarcophagus, weighed over 300 pounds, 
and cost up to $100. Wooden coffins sold 
for $1 to $3. (Patent No. 5920, November 14, 1848) 

Fisk Cast Iron Coffin

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fisk Cast Iron Coffin
Very unique
Purpose was to preserve the individual
Did it’s job - Well preserved
Didn’t know how sturdy coffin was after 155 years
Didn’t know how long TB remains viable. (assuming TB…)
Asked Dakota Co Sheriff for help







Presenter
Presentation Notes
Protective gear including full cover and breathing apparatus
Slid wood under her 
Loaded her into truck
Brought to the ME’s office







Identified and worked 
with descendants

Robert:
• Biological Profile
 Age at death
 Stature
 Ancestry 
 Biological sex 
 Pathologies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Based on the info we had = identified descendants
Approved additional analysis

Robert – Bio profile
Constructing a Biological Profile
Age at death - We know that for Robert
Stature
Ancestry
Biological sex
Pathologies





Henrietta:
• Autopsy
• CT Scan
• Tissue procurement
• Physical 

documentation
• Tuberculosis 

research

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Henrietta – worked with descendants
Autopsy
CT scan to examine tissues and organs
tissue procurement 
Physical documentation – clothes, remains, coffin
study the evolution of TB

Research is on-going



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Robert and Henrietta were reburied this spring in Hastings. 
Several Caleff descendants attended and held a service.



Questions?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That concludes my last example
Any questions?



Resources
• OSA Portal
 https://osa.gisdata.mn.gov/OSAportal/

• OSA Project Review submission email
 OSA.Project.Reviews.ADM@state.mn.us

• OSA website
 https://mn.gov/admin/archaeologist/

https://osa.gisdata.mn.gov/OSAportal/
mailto:OSA.Project.Reviews.ADM@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/admin/archaeologist/
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