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Moving Forward by being Prepared

* In a typical year, 29 tornados
are reported in Minnesota, with
some of these striking cities and
causing structure and other
damage to homes and
Businesses.



https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/climate/summaries_and_publications/tornadoes.html
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* Less frequent, but equally
devastating, are floods which ,‘
periodically inundate river cities gt &
and towns. '
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Many Towns Cities, Counties or Townships are left wanting to
help their citizens in many ways, but may not be sure of what is
the best way to do that.

 When natural disasters strike a community and causes structure damage, the
local department of building safety plays a key role.

* In these emergency situations it is important that the department of building
safety respond immediately, knowledgeably and effectively.

* Often times, the local Building Official and/or others, will have had no previous
experience responding to these types of emergencies.

* However, this list is often very general with few of the specifics necessary for proper
guidance.
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It is For these Reasons that the “Disaster Mitigation Committee” and
the “Disaster Preparedness Manual” was Created

* The Committees intent and purpose is to inform, educate, and assist the
Building Departments facing these challenges by helping...

Building Officials
Building Inspectors
Permit Technicians and
Others in the Jurisdiction
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* Phase | — Preparedness.

* Phase Il - Damage Assessment.

* Phase lll - Recovery/Reconstruction.

* Phase IV — Mitigation.
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There are four phases of a “Disaster event”

Phase | — Preparedness. This phase is basic preparation for a disaster event. It is here where
preparations made by jurisdiction (including the building department), will be most evident.

Basic preparation efforts may include:

Having the local Emergency Management Plan available (and read).
Having the Disaster Preparedness Manual available (and read).
Having forms and maps stockpiled.

Having important phone numbers updated and available.
Understanding the roles of other departments and agencies.
Knowing how to quickly obtain inspection assistance.

Knowing how damage assessment inspections are performed.
Being knowledgeable of insurance and liability issues and;

Having a understanding of the status of Local Utilities, including Propane tanks in the
affected areas
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Phase Il - Damage Assessment. This phase is when a jurisdiction inspects and documents
the damage caused by the disaster event.

Roles of the Building Department.
1. Send inspectors to Inspect and assess damage to each structure.
-Create Maps Identifying Damaged areas
2. Placard damaged buildings for occupancy worthiness.
3. Maintain and produce reports about the numbers of damaged and destroyed buildings.

4. Work with and along side other National, State, County and Private agencies (as
needed) in this process who are assessing damage for other reasons.

- Obtain inspection or office assistance as necessary

5. Assisting Residents and Business owners by communicating the process of what to do as
they move forward with steps necessary to reconstruct and/or reoccupy their buildings.

6. Keeping Clear Documentation of damaged or destroyed Structures which may be N
necessary for the disbursement of State and Federal reimbursement funding, if an official
disaster declaration is declared and;

7. Daily Tracking of volunteers assisting in the assessment, including, Addresses , Damages at
each address, placard card placed on site, sign in and sign out sheets for volunteers etc..
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There are four phases of a “Disaster event”

Phase IlIl — Recovery/Reconstruction. This phase of a disaster event is when a
community responds to and repairs the damage inflicted by a disaster. It often
begins immediately following an event and overlaps the Damage Assessment phase.

The Building Departments Primary Roles are :
1. Performing Plan Reviews

2. Issuing Permits

3. Inspecting Repairs, and;

4. Enforcing Contractor Licensing Laws

-This phase of a disaster event often begins immediately following an event and lasts for
up to a year or more, and additional paid assistance during this period is almost always
necessary.
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There are four phases of a “Disaster event”

Phase IV — Mitigation. This phase is when a community evaluates the natural disaster
experience and initiates changes or improvements (physical or procedural) so that less
damage, and/or a more effective response, will result in future occurrences if any.

* Here, the building department’s role will largely depend on direction from the local
jurisdiction’s administration, however, the daily routine of properly and completely, reviewing
plans and performing inspections to the State Building Code, will have a significant impact on
the ability of structures to withstand damage from future natural disasters.



It is For these Reasons that the “Disaster Mitigation Committee” and
the “Disaster Preparedness Manual” was Created

* The Committees intent and purpose and the Disaster Preparedness Manual is
to inform, educate, and assist the Building Departments and Many others facing
these challenges by helping...

Building Officials
Building Inspectors
Permit Technicians and
Others in the Jurisdiction
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