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Municipal Construction and Development Fee Revenue
and Expenses Annual Report Places of Public Accommodation

2021 Legislative Changes 

For purposes of this section, "place of public accommodation" means a publicly or 
privately owned facility that is designed for occupancy by 200 100 or more people and is a 
sports or entertainment arena, stadium, theater, community or convention hall,
special event center, indoor amusement facility or water park, or indoor swimming pool.

Construction, additions, and alterations to a place of public accommodation must be 
designed and constructed to comply with the State Building Code. 
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Municipal Construction and Development Fee Revenue
and Expenses Annual Report Places of Public Accommodation

2021 Legislative Changes 

Effective July 1, 2017, in a municipality that has not adopted the code by ordinance,… the 
commissioner shall enforce this section…”

Automatic sprinkler systems for fire protection purposes are required in a place of public 
accommodation if, on or after August 1, 2008: 

(1) the facility was constructed, added to, or altered; & 
(2) the facility has an occupant load of 300 or more.
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Municipal Construction and Development Fee Revenue
and Expenses Annual Report Places of Public Accommodation
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• Place of Public Accommodation: A publicly or privately owned facility with an occupant load 
of 100 or more people and is a sports or entertainment arena, stadium, theater, community 
or convention hall, special event center, indoor amusement facility or water park or indoor 
swimming pool.

• Occupant load: The calculated number of people for which the means of egress system is 
designed. This number is based on the number of square feet that the building code assigns 
to each occupant. (square feet per person)

• Agricultural buildings: Buildings located on land assessed as agricultural which are designed, 
constructed and used to house farm implements, livestock or agricultural products and used 
by the owner, lessee and members of their immediate family, employees and persons 
engaged in the pickup or delivery of agricultural products.

Definitions
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Minnesota law requires state inspection of new 
construction, change of use, alterations or additions 
to a place of public accommodation designed for 100 
or more people. As of July 1, 2017, application must 
be made to the Minnesota Department of Labor and 
Industry for building code review, permit and 
inspection before construction can begin on these 
public buildings that will be constructed in non-code 
enforced areas of the state.

State inspection in non-code enforced areas
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Where to get permits for places of public accommodation

• Land use permits & grading permits: County or Local municipality, if required.

• Building & mechanical permits: If the property is within a city or county having code 
enforcement, the local building department has jurisdiction. If there is no local code 
enforcement, the Department of Labor & Industry (DLI) has jurisdiction.

• Sprinkler permits: Department of Public Safety, State Fire Marshal’s Division.

• Electrical, plumbing and elevator permits: Department of Labor & Industry, except 
where the department has agreements with local building departments.
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Professional Design Required

• All Places of Public Accommodation require design & certification by an 
architect or engineer licensed in Minnesota.

• In addition to the architect, a structural engineer, mechanical engineer (if 
HVAC), licensed master plumber & electrician.



Municipal Construction and Development Fee Revenue
and Expenses Annual Report Places of Public Accommodation

11

Converting existing buildings to a Place of Public Accommodation

• Conversion of commercial & residential buildings: Changes in occupancy will 
typically result in having to upgrade parts of the building to comply with the code.

• Conversion of agricultural buildings: Minnesota Statute exempts agricultural 
buildings from the building code. However, conversion of an agricultural building to a 
Place of Public Accommodation requires redesign & reconstruction to current codes. 
A barn used for another purpose is no longer exempt from the building code.
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Typical areas of concern

• Structural: Buildings must meet current code for snow & wind loads.

• Accessibility: Parking stalls; route to an entrance & to every primary area, public
space, & restroom. An elevator may be required if not on an accessible level.

• Restrooms: Number of toilets, sinks & drinking fountains required by Code.
(Portable toilets not acceptable except for outdoor stadiums)
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Typical areas of concern – continued 

• Egress: Provide code complying means of egress. Panic hardware is required on 
doors. Exit signs & emergency power for egress lighting is required.

• HVAC: If providing heating or air conditioning, building must comply with energy
code. If no HVAC, the architect must provide for natural ventilation.

• Fire sprinkler systems: Required when the occupant load is 300 or more persons
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https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/326B.85

Licensed Residential Building Contractors

Building Permit Conditioned on Licensure (326B.85)

A political subdivision shall not issue a building permit to an unlicensed person who is 
required to be licensed…. A political subdivision that issues zoning or land use permits in 
lieu of a building permit shall not issue those permits to an unlicensed person who is 
required to be licensed…. The political subdivision shall report the person applying for the 
permit to the commissioner who may bring an action against the person.

16

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/326B.85


https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/326B.85

Licensed Residential Building Contractors

Notice of Permit Application (326B.85)

A political subdivision shall notify the department when an application for a building 
permit involving the construction of new residential real estate has been received from 
an unlicensed person by submitting a copy of the application to the department within 
two business days of receipt of the application. The political subdivision may submit a 
copy of the building permit application by facsimile, United States mail, or electronic 
communication.
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http://www.dli.mn.gov/business/residential-contractors/who-needs-license

Licensed Residential Building Contractors

Who needs a license?
• Any individual or company that contracts directly with an owner of "residential real 

estate" to provide work in more than one special skill.
• An owner of residential real estate who builds or improves homes for resale or 

speculation.

What’s the difference between a residential building contractor & a 
residential remodeler license?
• A residential remodeler can only perform work on existing houses; they cannot build 

new homes or detached garages. 
• A residential building contractor can perform all the work of a residential remodeler 

plus build new houses.

18

http://www.dli.mn.gov/business/residential-contractors/who-needs-license


https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/326B.802

Licensed Residential Building Contractors

Special Skills

A contractor who provides services in more than one special skill area must be licensed. 
Specialty contractors who provide only one special skill are not required to have a state 
license (except residential roofers).

"Special skill" means one of the following eight categories:
a) Excavation
b) Masonry & concrete
c) Carpentry
d) Interior finishing

e) Exterior finishing
f) Drywall & plaster
g) Residential roofing
h) General installation specialties
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Licensed Residential Building Contractors

Who does not need a license?

• Contractors who perform only one Special Skill
• Subcontractors who do not contract with the homeowner
• Employees of a licensed contractor
• Owners doing work on their own property (unless they are building or improving 

properties they own for resale or speculation)
• Residential building contractors whose gross annual receipts from their residential 

activities are less than $15,000 and have a Certificate of Exemption

http://www.dli.mn.gov/business/residential-contractors/who-needs-license 20
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https://secure.doli.state.mn.us/lookup/licensing.aspx

Licensed Residential Building Contractors
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Licensed Residential Building Contractors
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Contractor Recovery Fund

http://www.dli.mn.gov/workers/homeowners/contractor-recovery-fund 24
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Contractor Recovery Fund
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The commissioner shall not pay compensation 
from the fund to an owner or a lessee in an 
amount greater than $75,000 per licensee. The 
commissioner shall not pay compensation from 
the fund to owners and lessees in an amount 
that totals more than $550,000 per licensee. 



Contractor Recovery Fund
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Hire only licensed contractors 
• The campaign's theme is the 

importance of hiring only 
licensed building contractors. Not 
only is it the law, but it helps 
protect consumers from financial 
fraud, broken contracts and non-
compliance with the building 
code.

Media mix 
• DLI created hirelicensedmn.com 

for the campaign. To date, the 
website has had more than 
36,000 visits. 
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Consumer Awareness Campaign

Primary goals

• Educate consumers about benefits of hiring 
licensed contractors

• Identify unlicensed contractors for 
Enforcement referral

• Work with local code and land use officials on 
licensing issues

• Consult with licensed builders on code and 
other issues
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Consumer Awareness 
Campaign

Verify a contractor is licensed: 
• Website:  www.hirelicensedmn.com
• Call:  651-284-5069
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Consumer Awareness Campaign

GOOGLE ADS

Numerous Google 
search ads are running 
using multiple keyword 
search terms.

DIGITAL ADS

Digital ads are running on a 
wide variety of websites.

RADIO

Radio stations in 
Greater Minnesota are 
reaching Minnesotans 
across the state.
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