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Environmental Review

• Regulatory program that implements federal 
and/or state policy

• Applies to some future projects

• Public disclosure of all potential environmental 
effects in one document

• Informs government approvals
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Environmental Review

• Required public process

• Moratorium on final approvals and 
construction

• Projects do not pass or fail 
environmental review – not an 
approval process
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Minnesota Rules chapter 4410

• Defined purpose and objectives

• When review is required

• Exemptions

• Types of review

• Procedures for review

• Decision criteria



Roles

5

• Monitor Program 
effectiveness

• Provide assistance for 
understanding the rules

• Create guidance

• Implement procedures

• Prepare environmental 
documents

• Decision maker

• Provide project 
details

• Review 
environmental 
documents

• Provide comments

EQB Responsible 
Governmental Unit

Project Proposer Public



When is review required?
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Mandatory Category

Discretionary Review



Types of review
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EAW •Environmental Assessment Worksheet

EIS •Environmental Impact Statement
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EAW

Content:

• 13-page worksheet

• 22 standardized questions 

• Discloses information necessary to 
decide if an EIS is needed 

https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/content/eaw-process

https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/content/eaw-process


EAW process timeline
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Pre-submittal discussions RGU reviews 
data

Public 
comment 

period

RGU 
prepares EIS 

Need Decision

EAW noticed in EQB Monitor

EIS need decision 
noticed in EQB Monitor

Project proposer submits permit 
application/ begins discussions with RGU

Project proposer submits EAW data

RGU 
supplements 
and approves

EAW

RGUs determines EAW data 
submittal is complete

RGU 
notifies 

proposer

(30 days) (5 days) (30 days) (30 days) (15-30 days)

RGU 
sends 

EAW to 
EQB 

(5 days)

Non-controversial project = ~ 4-6 months



EIS need decision

• Type, extent, and reversibility

• Cumulative potential effects

• The extent to which the environmental effects are subject to mitigation

• The extent to which environmental effects can be anticipated and 
controlled
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EIS
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Social

EnvironmentalEconomic

•More in-depth

•Alternatives

•Environmental, economic & 
social 

•Mitigation of impacts



Thank you!

Katrina Hapka | Environmental review project manager
katrina.hapka@state.mn.us

651-757-2418
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